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The most pressing issue on Steve Schwalm’s mind was, “Wherever we stay, 
we need to be checked in by the beginning of the Syracuse game.” 
  
Steve, his wife Valerie and their four sons live in Central Square, just north of 
Syracuse.  In November 2005, Steve lost his job, putting the whole family on a 
shoestring budget. When Steve was then diagnosed with cancer, his doctors 
recommended contacting the C.R. Wood Cancer Center at Glens Falls 
Hospital for treatment and Clinical Trial Studies.  
 
It was through the C.R. Wood Cancer Center that the Schwalms learned about 
Amanda’s House. They were thrilled to hear about a place to stay that would 
not further strain their finances while Steve was in town to qualify for the 
Clinical Trials. Anxious that there would be no room for them at Amanda’s 
House, believing that any place like this would have a waiting list, the 
Schwalms were delighted to hear there was an open room on the night they 
would be in town. 
 
The Schwalms have stayed at Amanda’s House twice and look forward to staying again as Steve’s treatment continues.  During 
their stay, they have met a variety of volunteers and have themselves pitched in with household chores. When asked what they 
most enjoyed about their stay at Amanda’s House, Steve replied, “It feels like home, without the kids.”  
 
Always ready with a joke or a laugh, both Valerie and Steve Schwalm became two of the many guests Amanda’s House has 
had the pleasure of getting to know.  At the end of the day, Steve and Valerie were even able to watch their basketball game. 
 
 

 

 (Left) Steve and Valerie Schwalm relax in the livi ng room at Amanda's 
House in Glens Falls, NY. (Above) Steve Schwalm pit ches in and 
helps shovel snow during his stay. 
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Thanks to the continued generosity of guests and 

members of the community, Amanda’s House 
continues to offer comfort and a “Home-away-from-

home” atmosphere for people like Valerie and Steve. 



 

 
A HOME AWAY FROM HOME FOR PATIENTS AND FAMILIES OF GLENS 

FALLS HOSPITAL AND NEARBY FACILITIES  
 

Amanda’s House serves as a temporary home for patients and their families who have traveled a distance to be treated at the 
Glens Falls Hospital or other facilities within a five mile radius of Amanda’s House. There is no charge to stay at the house. 
 
The house has 3 bedrooms and 2 baths. The downstairs, which has one bedroom and a bath, a kitchen, dining and living room, 
is handicap accessible. Bed linens and towels are provided for all guests. Additionally, a full size washer and dryer are available.  
 
Amanda’s House is located just a few blocks from the Glens Falls Hospital at 22 Henry Street, Glens Falls, NY 12801. The 
hospital staff, medical community or a family member may inquire about room availability and registration by calling (518) 792-
7212. 
 
Paper manufacturer Finch, Pruyn & Co., Inc.�owns the house and made it available to the Amanda’s House committee. For 10 
months the old house underwent major renovations. Every weekend, volunteers, both professional and amateur, would show up 
and give of their time and talent. Most of the materials and all of the labor were donated. The furnishings and appliances were 
purchased by different organizations and individuals who “adopted” a room. 
 

Amanda’s House is supported by generous donations f rom the community and guests of the house. 
 

 
AMANDA ROSE CAFARO 

DECEMBER 6, 1997 – SEPTEMBER 24, 1998  
 

At her scheduled 4-month check-up Amanda Rose Cafaro was diagnosed with 
acute myelogenous leukemia. She was admitted to Maine Medical Center and 
eventually transferred to Children’s Hospital in Boston, Massachusetts where, 
after an unsuccessful experimental bone marrow transplant, she passed away.  
 
During her struggle, the communities in the Greater Glens Falls area rallied to 
the aid of Amanda and her family. To offset the extremely high cost of her 
treatment, numerous fundraisers were held including Lake George’s “Amanda 
Week” that included a different event on 8 consecutive days. Prayers and good 
wishes were received from congregations of all denominations from Albany to 
the Canadian border. 
 
After her death it was suggested that some memorial be established for this little 
girl who united the community in such a loving manner. Amanda’s House is that 
memorial. 
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Amanda's House First Annual Flamingo Flight  

Beginning on September 15, 2005 and running through the end of October, the Glens Falls 
area had the privilege of being the home of several flocks of Pink Flamingos. These flocks 
were part of a light-hearted fundraiser for Amanda’s House. We would like to see the lovely 
creatures return year after year and ask the community to continue to make them feel 
welcome. 

What is a Flamingo Flocking? The 2005 Amanda’s House Flamingo Flocking was a fund 
raiser that allowed people to send in a donation along with the name of a family or friend to 
be “flocked.” Then, under cover of night, volunteers went to the address of the 
unsuspecting “flockee” and helped a dozen pink flamingos nest in their front yard. What a 
wonderfully colorful surprise with the morning coffee! 

Our first Flamingo Flocking was an enormous success and enjoyed by all, “flockers” and 
“flockees” alike! We look forward to seeing even more flocks for Glens Falls and the 
surrounding areas in 2006. 

Be prepared!  For a minimum donation you, too, can "flock" your neighbors, 
family and friends. The flamingos will be back in t he summer of 2006.  

Watch for details or visit our website at www.AmandasHouse.org . 

 
 
Amanda’s House Volunteers  
 
Amanda’s House could not operate without the wonderful 
volunteers who give of themselves on a regular basis. Many of the 
volunteers come to Amanda’s House to help with the day-to-day 
operations and provide support and comfort to our many guests. 
There is no “typical” volunteer at Amanda’s House. They are as 
varied as our guests, from retired police officers to young school 
children.  
 
Many guests have had the pleasure of meeting Bill and Harriet 
Rogers (pictured) who have volunteered at Amanda’s House from 
the very beginning.  The Rogers come to Amanda’s House weekly 
and can be seen doing everything from weeding the garden to 
folding linens. “We started volunteering to fulfill a promise to ‘pay 
forward’ the many kindnesses extended to us in our personal time 
of need,” said Harriet when asked about her experiences at 
Amanda’s House. “We understand the need for such a haven.” 
 
Another volunteer, Amanda Coutant, remarks on her time at 
Amanda’s House saying, “Not only does one feel like they are 
giving back to their community, but that they are actually touching 
another life. This is why I volunteer at Amanda’s House.” 
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Thank You For Five Amazing Years!  
 
In January 2006, Amanda’s House celebrated its Fifth 
Anniversary.  During its five years of operation, Amanda’s House 
has served over 700 individuals and provided over two thousand 
people nights. This is a tremendous accomplishment! 
 
Our ongoing success is dependent upon continued support from 
the community in the form of donations and volunteers. Every little 
bit you give helps us give back to those who need us.  
 
Would you rather give a donation of food? Or linens? Or maybe 
have some free time? Learn more about how you can help by calling 
(518) 792-7212, or visit�our website www.AmandasHouse.org.  
 
 

 
Amanda’s House, Inc. Board of Directors  
 
Anthony Cafaro, Jr. – President 
Edward Breen – Vice President 
John Brodt – Secretary 
Virginia Quirk – Treasurer 
Amy L. Sponzo – Manager 
Daniel Hajeck 
Maryellen Merrigan 
Donna Davison-Smith 
Robert Sponzo, M.D. 
 

Remember, donations made to 
Amanda’s House are tax deductible! 

 
Please Mail Donations to: 
 Amanda’s House 

 22 Henry Street 
 Glens Falls, NY 12801 
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